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IE ARMY’S NEW, high priority 
agency to monitor riots is still - 
hardly more than a gaping hole the 
size of a drydock in the Pentagon base- 
ment, The Directorate for Civil Dis- 
turbance Operations and Planning 
(DCDOP) has as many designers as it 
has initials ami they have not by any 
means agreed on how to fill the hole. 
Besides, DCDOP might cost $10 mdl- 
■ lion or more and the Pentagon has 
been having a traumatic time with the 
parsimony imposed by Congress. 

The Army insists that DCDOP is 
ready to function in its cubbyhole in 
the crowded Army Operations Center, ' 
arranging for the airlift of troops 
throughout the Nation wherever- riots 
got out of hand. It was prepared to do 
just that after Sen. Robert Kennedy’s 
assassination, for example, and it 
keeps half a dozen officers and en- 
listed men on 24-hour duty. But it is far 
from happy with the box it finds itself 
in. 

Even if a floorplan for DCDOP were 
agreed on today, it would take a year 
to build adequate headquarters. Last 
April 26, the Pentagon announced the 
formation of the agency and said confi- 
dently that Its command post would be 
fully operational on the first of July. 
Today, it has a rabbit warren of admin- 
istrative offices, a few pieces of com- 
mand post equipment, nothing mote. 

Iu addition to its non-growing.pains, 
DCDOP has a more subtle problem: its 
own image. This is one of the main 
reasons why it barricades itself against 
inquiries. Its passion for anonymity 
reached heroic proportions during the 
six weeks that Washington was the un- 
easy host to Resurrection City. 

Permanent Super-Cop 

T HERE ARE people in the Penta- 
gon who wonder aloud why De- 
fense should array itself permanently 
in a role that smacks of the super-cop. 
They question the need for yet another 
command post— each service has its 
own and the Joint Chiefs of Staff have 



theirs, too — with an elaborate commu- 
nications center, a clutch of computers 
with memory banks, an outfit of only 
190 men run by a three-star Army gen- 
eral with a two-star Air Force deputy. 

“I just can’t see the military in this 
kind of posture,” One civilian official 
said. His administrative post gives him 
a view of the operations area. “It 
makes them look too damned eager. 
Can’t you just see the placards about 
the Pentagon Gestapo?” ' 

The Army can see them, but it also 
recalls how the mili tary and civilian 
machinery creaked last summer when 
the Federal Government had to cope 
with Newark and then with Detroit 
Things were in better order last April 
after the shooting of the Rev. Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr., bpt the rapid 
movement of troops to Washington 
and Baltimore and Chicago — all at the 
same time — pointed up the size of the 
operation that the Pentagon might 
have to mount. 

It was that triple experience in April 
that firmed up the idea of setting up 
DCDOP. Defense Secretary Clark M. 
Clifford’s careful announcement 
began: “While the basic responsibility 
for preventing violence and disorders 
belongs to state and local civilian law 
enforcement officials, prudence dic- 
tates that . . - 

DCDOP keeps an eye on potential 
trouble spots around the country, get- 
ting its up-to-date reports mainly from 
the FBI, supplemented by some direct 
contacts with state and local officials " 
and the rather limited Input of the 
aimed services’ security agencies. If 
trouble in one or more areas hits a 
higher peak of Intensity, units of regu- 
lar troops earmarked for duty in those 
areas are quietly informed to “stay 
loose” and senior generals who would 
be called on to take Charge — they are 
all well briefed for multiple contingen- 
cies — stay within quick reach of a tele- 
phone. - 

Touching' All Bases 

OR WEEKS Lt. Gen. George R. 
Mather, who was moved from com- 
mand of the 111th Armored Corps at 



Ft. Hood, Tex., to head the Directorate, 
has been touching bases With slate 
governors, adjutants general of state 
Guard formations, state and loeail po- 
lice chiefs. If there is anything Wash- 
ington wants to avoid,- it is another 
hassle, like, that ., be tween.. JEresident 1 
Johnson, and Gov. George Romney of 
Michigan during last .year’s Detroit 
riot, over when and‘ how Federal 
troops should enter the picture! : <? 

DCDOP will not command troops: 

Its function is to alert them, to ar- 
range with the Air Force Military Air- 
lift ^Command to get them from one . 
place to another, and generally to su- 
pervise all. Federal military activity 
connected with the disturbances those 
troops face. ;.' ; ib!, 

By midsummer, the regular forces in 
the U.S. include more than 300,000who 
have completed the special riot-control 
course put together on a crash basis 
last August, after Detroit and Newark. 
Almost as many National Guardsmen 
and reservists have gone through the 
same 32-hour course. ,, , 

If any of them have to be moved 
around the country in the months to 
come, the Directorate will handle that 
chore fromits makeshift offices down 
in the Pentagon basement and up in 
the Operations Center. It isn’t a happy / 
arrangement. / 

It’s possible that the DCDOP will 
never set up a separate shop of Its own 
after all. Although the Army has the 
biggest and the most elaborate of all - 
the service command posts, it has 
grown until there/ Is little room for it 
to expand near the Mall entrance to 
the Pentagon. There have been sugges- 
tions that the Army Operations Center 
itself take over that vast empty hole In 
the Pentagon basement; that would 
give it room to expand and also to ac- 
commodate a scaled-down DCDOP as a 
subordinate unit. 

Such an arrangement might save 
some money in the long run. It might 
also ease the minds of those who felt 
the Army was over-reacting to a threat 
that has, so far, been a sometime 
thing. 



